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Classroom to coalface:

the journey from MBA to Entrepreneur

o et

Three MBAs-turned-entrepreneurs, including
Aetopia co-founder Aidan McGrath, share thair
start-up experiences at the MBA Association of
Ireland’s January quest speaker event in Dublin,
in association with InterTradelreland

f the fradional sterectvpe af the

WA is that of a fast iracking

rorporaie dimber, a0 meent al
Ernkn’s Tnnity College tha merth
wil dermanstrate 1he diersity and
antreprereiria erergy af keland's
KBAs = and tapping he bil will be
Aidan MoGrath af Astopia, wenal
entreprerely ard meoicnel winner of
tne 2006 Inter Trackedreland Al -sland
Seadoorn competilion

The BAHS (Masters in Busreas
afmiristraton] gualiication is
increasingly becoming the smarl
rertle dram corpsinate fanser 1A
succrsaiud BuiFieEd GwneiEh.
Buzi gy, schiels aornss the gobe
have added entieprereunial mocabes
ha FBA courses, created
enbreprerewship-spedihic MBS and
ro-opied expeienced wealth
creators orfo: their 1eaching iosbes.
Thr resde? Thiey Rase not ooy
altracted busrss awmers Dack @
e cleroem, thiey've also
yakeanized the rexl wave ol s1an-
ups — &l egupped e valh
walubble dalk 1o sacoass,

T -:'I-'J'rﬂI'IEr_CrE'S al a1 MBA lor e
Lsiness orarer-marager e Cear,
acoonding 10 Dent McCanhy, Chief
Expcutive of thie MBA Assoiation,
which fppracancs MBAS Irang arel
|-'.I:II|I=II'H;| r Irelared and scad
IS courses proade masterilases
i1 all e key desciphrses of Dusness
frzim marketng wo finance o IT -
e curnioulae ieflect the daly
BB af ealreoranaurs who
lawe 10 weEar many hats n ke s1an
up @ early qroath phases af their
wamunes. More importandls taking
bimee out fior BB study alkoes
Bisinass oaTers 0o step batk frorm
the coalface, and o eaploee the
bigger piture and broader
praronment. Many of our members
find the expanence allosws them ta
raframa thow busiress siratpgy. Il
Ao aloes them 1o banedit fram the
HEET e i () 4 ol cassnom ColieagLes
from dierse backgrounds,”

Qf course, the best of business
schiood ecigcations can™ vt a wand
arer siudents ba gramd guaranteed
sucness for thair endprprmes, = bul it

can cerlainy offer an enhanced skil
w28 to nawigale the tricky racky year
af busress lile,

&1 the k8A To Entrepreneur eent
n Trinity Cellege Dublin this month,
same buriress school entrepreneus
will share ther start up cxpenpences.
The ing=up indudes Uik Bagge-
Harmen, the Daneh boen founder af
anp-year=akd Chill Baky, a marly
amaric bahy food meralactur
with a keahby ruirtion mzsicn, a0
amhbitious exaansion plan and &
amcrern shell life — i1 kas Beer & hil
n Supengurn, Tesdd, Dunrss 31oms
arid a range of independent shogs,
Uik completed hig MBA a7 UCD in
M3, white serting up Chill Baty,
wich was frenced by the procepds
Iram Fis house sake and 8@ grant
Iram Entesproe ieland

Fickand Fermancss, CED of Cort
s Luscel Bicences and fonmer
anner al InterTradeireland’s 250 (KK
g Al-Eland Seefoom compshhon,
Al ok the prerequisies for stam:
Ja SUC0EEE N the [lhill'“'l-JlZEl.lEl:-Jl
serion, and how 1o rasigate the
migniad scirces of funding it ha
acessad singe star-up in 2002, 25 a
SO campus company Richaed ook
niE BBEA at DL AT

Aidan MoGrath, co-founder of
Spifaa basen Agiopia, a cigital assel
management saffeam start-up with
cushomers n Hollard and thi LE,
will share the peperence of fiedgling
erdreprenednal endeasors in
mMarhem ielared, Srtapia weas ke
regianal waniner al the All-lslrd
Cepdrorn competilion: Sidan is an
MBA graduate of TCO im 1979 ad
is a serial enteprereLr

These cases reflec] an ememging
pathern in the S and Eurape, where
astablished enrepronpurt ane going
hack 1o himiness sehonol ta graw
sheir busmiesses, ar corponale
insiders are using their MEL campuy
waperieree ta fulill long held
ambdians i beaoame oamer-
managers of ther oan enberpnses.
Alrrcrid every imlematianaly

respiectig Bursiess Sehol R
oflers an MB& program with a
Spedific anreneneursnio fl'.'l{l..S-. 2l
il is gereraly accepted thal all-
round imeTErsian in &ty disdiphnes
¥ business — the fourdation of all
bABA couriss — 6 exacily 1he
l:|n'.IUI'I.‘|I'-l; Lt Rl ps arnaprers e s
cralt sucsets far their venbures,

Liars el al InterTradeletand,
wehich wall spairecy this. evant, and the
2007 MBA Assodiaton Guesl Speaker
piesgarnme, ses tha value of the
K134 rouse 10 entreprersirship

"Thigse bimnesses are great
eaamples of entreprenpynial instineg
megling targeted business education
Tnes enirepeeneUTs have used ther
K1aA Epanance 1o hone their
financial, anakytical and strategec skils
10 e Entr Epusreesses 10 a point
wnere They are invesion ready ™

"H this sland & 10 mmain
rompatitee, il is essental
anbreprareysrs senee the adwice ard
funding that & necessary o make
thir ideas a reality * He points to
inter Tradeireland s range of wpparts
ta kelp SMEs growy their businesses,
intluding Equityetwark, & fnes
acheisary sereice which hels
husinests become moce . " invesia-
mady” and 1o meet the rpomoues
ITLANCTTHTT S rescmsadry T Arcess
equity firance; the al-islssd
Sredoorn campetitian, worth
250,000 for carly stage companies;
and armual grivate equily
tonlererce and supperl 1o Business
angel prapEcls Rah and Soulh.

WIZE 1o Entreprenewr is hasted by The
MEE Addociatian of lielard s
vpansored by InferTrade refand and
ket place i East Dinlrg Hall, Trisdiy
Cellege Dubin, §, Ypr - £.30pm
fauary 31s4, 2007

The Ling up meludec Sidin BaGiath,
Aelopa Mol Assed mansgemend,
IrtirTiaedalidard Seesoam Rigional
wrirmer POOE; Uik Bagge-Hanman,
fousder o Chill Baby Foady; Rickard
Fernandes, CBO of Luncel Biobciesces,
InterTipduboiland Seediam winsa 2004



